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Assignment One: Spoon River Anthology poem 
 
Using the poems in your handout as a guide, compose a poem that will serve as 
the epitaph for the person whose name youʼve drawn. Compose the poem in the 
first person, speaking in the voice of the person youʼre writing about. You can 
make it rhyme if you want, but you donʼt have to. 
 
If you donʼt know the person very well, talk with friends of theirs to identify key 
details about their life—and consider what their life might be like after high 
school. What kind of life they will lead—and when it might end—is part of what 
youʼll include in your poem. 
 
Length: At least 14 lines 
 
The Spoon River Anthology poem is required for everyone. For your second 
assignment, choose one option from the list below. 
 
Assignment Two: Choose Your Own Adventure 
 
• Short Story 
 
Compose a story that takes place in (or somehow relates to) a small town, and 
that incorporates some of the themes weʼve identified in the small town 
stories/plays/movies weʼve been studying (refer to your small-group notes for 
details/inspiration). You can include a fantastic/supernatural element if you 
choose, but itʼs not required. 
 
You can also compose a scene in a play, along the lines of Our Town or Enemy 
of the People; it should also address/include the themes noted above. 
 
Length: Two or more pages (if you choose to write a scene from a play, it should 
be three pages) 
 
• Compare/Contrast Essay 
 
Choose two (or more) of the works weʼve read/watched and write an essay in 
which you compare and contrast different themes that the author/director is trying 
to convey. Is one authorʼs approach more effective? If so, explain why. Where do 
themes intersect in intriguing ways—and where do authors employ different 
approaches to achieve the same effect/goal? 
 
Length: Two or more pages 



 Assignment Two: Choose Your Own Adventure [contʼd.] 
 
• Small Town: 2014 
 
Choose one of the small towns weʼve studied and bring it into the modern era. 
You can keep the town the same, with the same people and places—or have 
todayʼs version of the town be inhabited by the descendents of the people we 
read about. What would Groverʼs Corners or Bedford Falls (or Pottersville) look 
like today; or the town of Kirsten Springs? Would a town in 2014 still be 
conducting an annual (and/or fatal) lottery? Focus on the themes and messages 
that defined the original town and consider how they would play out today. Be 
creative, but attentive to the text. 
 
Length: Two or more pages 
 
 
• Stage Manager Introduction 
 
Imagine that a new version of Our Town is being written/performed about your 
own home town. Compose an introduction—to be performed by the Stage 
Manager—that covers all the key aspects of your town; its cultural history, its 
social background, its sources of pride and the skeletons in its closets. Who are 
the main characters in “Your Town”? Who play the supporting roles? Who is the 
Stage Manager, and why? What would someone say about your town to an 
audience of strangers? 
 
Length: Two or more pages 
  
 
 


